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TEST!
The rules:
1 At least one CU alumnus must be in the photo.
2 Only CU alumni may enter the contest.
3 Photos must be received no later than
August 2, 2004.
4 Only one winner per household.
5 Photos will not be returned and
may be printed in Inspire.
6 Photos submitted via e-mail must be high
resolution (300 DPI).
7 Photos must be unaltered.
8 The prize will be awarded to the person(s)
sending the photo(s).
9 The following information must be included with
the photo: name, grad year, address, e-mail,
phone, location of photo, names of people
in the photo.

Director’s Chair
Homecoming 2003 is a
memory. For many, that
memory includes seeing old
friends, becoming
reacquainted with Cedarville
University, meeting our new
president, and remembering
the “good ol’ days.” For
others, there’s a wistfulness
that accompanies the inability
to participate in Homecoming on campus. A few of you
may feel a sense of indifference (and that’s OK … I know
that Homecoming may not be for everybody!)
However, when you think about Homecoming … going
back to a place that held importance in your life … you
probably can’t help but think about those youthful dreams
you held dear as a student. While at Cedarville, you may
have determined that you would be the person to find a
cure for cancer or help open the doors to a country closed
to the gospel. Perhaps you were challenged to live a life of
passion for Christ or take a step of faith in following a
new path.
In the musical Les Miserables, Fantine sings, “I dreamed
a dream in days gone by,” and the song concludes, “Now
life has killed the dream I dreamed.” What happened to
your dreams? Are you living them out or did they fall by
the wayside? Has God replaced your dream with HIS
dream…something even better than you could have ever
imagined? Or, is it time to dust off those old dreams and
find out if God is still asking you to pursue them?
This edition of Inspire includes stories of dreamers.
People with big dreams, small dreams … God’s dreams.
As you read these stories, I hope that you will be
challenged to continue to dream and to renew your
passion for living the dream God has for you.

Faith Linn ’83
Director of Alumni Relations
Todd ’95 and Dawn Merritt Entner ’96 with son, Josiah,
(born in Beijing on October 20, 2002) proudly represent
Cedarville on the Great Wall of China.
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What’s Abuzz

President’s Pen
Where have all the
dreamers gone?

I grew up in an age of
dreamers.

W

e thought we
could change
the world all by
ourselves and create a world
of peace ruled by love.
We strummed our guitars,
clapped our hands, and sang,
“Ain’t Gonna Be No War
No More,” “I’d Like to
Teach the World To Sing,” “If I Had a Hammer,” “Where Have
All the Flowers Gone?” and the countless other sing-a-longs of
our idealistic generation.
In those days, we were serious about life. The number one
reason we went to college in the sixties and early seventies was
“to develop a meaningful philosophy of life.” I remember the
marches (and the riots) for better education, for civil rights, and
for an end to the war in Vietnam. Regardless of our position on
these issues, they were important, and everyone knew that we had
to do something. The dreams of a better future kept us going.

But then the dreams died.
They died a slow death, and their memories have not lingered.
They died because we had a faulty view of humanity.
High expectations of the goodness of man were crushed in a
frenzy of sex, drugs, and rock and roll. Much of the blame rests
squarely on the older generation who did not know how to deal
with real issues wrapped in unusual packages. They did not hear
the anguished cry of youth on the verge of spiritual starvation.
In 1966, when John Lennon told Maureen Cleave that the Beatles
were more influential than Jesus Christ, the church drew a line in
the quick-hardening concrete and challenged the youth to choose
sides. Guess who the vast majority chose. (Yeah, yeah, yeah!)
Our dreams for a future utopia degenerated into a quest for
financial security, social influence, and political power. Marketing
was the important thing; image was everything. “I’d Like to Teach
the World to Sing” became a jingle for a Coca-Cola commercial.
The legacy of those days remains in the new generation of
young people trying to make sense of life. The number one reason
kids go to college today is to get a better job and make more
money. The most recent riots on college campuses have been to
protest rules restricting the consumption of alcohol for underage
drinkers.
This generation has inherited a shallow, self-centered arrogance
about life. We have taught them to value pragmatism over
principle, riches over righteousness, a Mercedes over morality.
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Looking at today as the flotsam of those “years of hope and
days of rage,” we see little of the hope survived. But the rage
remains and is now endemic in culture, though no one knows how
to deal with it. The best of those times has disappeared. We have
kept the bath water and drowned the baby in it.

Where have all the dreamers gone?
I believe that the up-and-comers in today’s youth have all the
marks of true dreamers. They will live in the most incredible
period in human history: a time when a lack of information will
no longer be a problem; a time when many of the poor among us
have more luxury than did royalty 200 years ago. The real
possibility of being involved in changes of worldwide proportions
puts an edge on life and its choices.
The events over the past decade have polarized us morally.
How we respond will determine if the dreamers have a place to
dream. But we need to engage the culture with the heart and mind
of Jesus Christ. Our Postmodern culture has demolished
recognized structures in society, and now everyone is waiting for
what will be built in their places.
Restoring the dream is more than going back to the halcyon
days of The Love Boat and the Peace Corps. Restoring the dream
means living and thinking deeply about the world with the heart
and mind of Christ. Restoring the dream means believing that
nothing is impossible with a God who calls us to be salt and light
in a world that is so unsavory and dark.
Looking at the world through the lens of a biblical worldview is
what God has called us to do. The Apostle Paul gave us the
pattern to make ourselves “a slave to everyone, to win as many as
possible” (1 Corinthians 9:19). It’s about them, not about us. Our
goal is to understand what makes people tick, where they find
their significance and security, and what questions they have about
life. We know that the provisions and the answers are only found
in Christ.
The biblical worldview allows us to pierce the fog of despair
and doubt. We are to “test everything” (1 Thessalonians 5:21) and
thereby make a mark on culture before it makes marks on us!
But above all, we are to love our Lord and those around us with
a compassion that transforms because it is sacrificial and
authentic. We have a hope that transcends our circumstances, and
it is so evident that people ask us about it (1 Peter 3:15).
This is the stuff of true dreamers. I get to see 3,000 of them
every day, and I cannot wait for them to start living out their
dreams.

Dr. Bill Brown
President, Cedarville University
Note: Much of Dr. Brown’s comments here come from his
2001 book “Where Have All The Dreamers Gone?”

Brown and Novenson Team
Up at Fall Bible Conference
The 2003 Cedarville University Fall Bible Conference
was led by a tag-team of sorts. Cedarville’s own Dr. Bill
Brown teamed up with Joe Novenson, senior pastor of
Lookout Mountain Presbyterian Church in Tennessee, to
split the sessions and deliver powerful messages.
Dr. Brown covered the first half of the conference,
speaking on “Excelling in Christ.” He explained that
excelling in Christ requires an active mind and an active
heart. Dr. Brown challenged students to “make up their
minds” — to decide what kind of people they want to
become, to open their minds to God’s perspective, and to
mature mentally. He also exhorted them to “make up their

hearts” — to decide to love others, to see people as God
sees them, and to be giving people.
Pastor Novenson spoke on “Surprising Problems and
Surprising Solutions.” Focusing on the book of Hebrews,
he determined that the greatest danger to Christians is
apathy, a state which makes believers irrelevant in the
world. The surprising solution to this problem, he
advised, is to keep our eyes on Jesus instead of focusing
on ourselves. Pastor Novenson also noted that many
Christians have no idea how to fail. His solution is that
believers should learn to be the biggest, fastest, deepest
repenters. One of Pastor Novenson’s key themes
throughout his messages was that believers must stay
focused on Christ.
Pastor Novenson has been the senior pastor of Lookout
Mountain Presbyterian Church since 1996. Along with his
broad range of ministry and pastoral experience, he holds
a B.A. in speech communication from Rider College and a
M.Div. from Westminster Theological Seminary. He has
done graduate work in Barthian theology with Dr. F. Dale
Bruner at Whitworth College and served on the Covenant
Theological Seminary (Missouri) Board of Trustees from
1996 to 2000. A well-known speaker at seminars and
conferences, Pastor Novenson has had numerous articles
published in newspapers, magazines, and online
publications.

New Graphic Design Program at CU
Cedarville University is pleased to announce the
addition of a new bachelor of arts degree in graphic
design. Nearly every type of business, industry, service, and
organization, both public and private, requires
professionals for visual communication. Career
opportunities for graphic design majors will include the
design of advertising, corporate identity, packaging,
publication design, environmental graphics, multimedia,
and Web site design.
Cedarville’s graphic design program offers instruction by
leading graphic design professionals in an environment
that provides optimal interaction between students and
faculty. The curriculum combines two elements: an

emphasis on foundation courses (focusing on traditional
principles of design) and an emphasis on studio courses,
(providing hands-on work for developing both conceptual
and technical skills). Unique to most Christian colleges,
Cedarville’s graphic design major also includes a required
internship component, providing opportunities for
students to gain professional experience as a complement
to their academic work.
This new graphic design major will be the first step in
the process of Cedarville’s plans to offer three majors in
art: graphic design, studio art, and art education.
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Dr. William Brown Inaugurated
President of Cedarville University

On October 10, 2003, before more than 3,000 people,
Dr. William E. Brown was inaugurated as the ninth
president of Cedarville University. The inauguration
ceremony was the first such event at Cedarville University
since 1978.
Dr. Howard Hendricks, distinguished professor at Dallas
Theological Seminary, gave the inaugural address.
Dr. Hendricks’ message included a call to the new president
to pursue the highest standards of character and leadership.
“Be a president who tells us not what we want to hear, but
what we need to hear,” Dr. Hendricks stated. “Be a leader
who serves and a servant who leads.”

In the presidential investiture, Cedarville University
Board of Trustees Chair Albert F. Stevens placed the
University medallion seal around Dr. Brown’s neck, stating,
“I commit to your hands the mission of this University.”
He welcomed Dr. Brown on behalf of the trustees and
concluded, “We pledge our prayers and support to you.”
“I thank you for the opportunity to serve as president of
Cedarville University,” Dr. Brown said in his inaugural
response.
Dr. Brown’s inaugural message compared the people of
today to a fleet of ships which are well-equipped to sail yet
lacking in direction. “I believe that higher education must
and will play a role in setting a proper course,” he said.
“Our fleet is ready to sail. Our journey is a great one. …
May God give us grace, courage, and strength for this
journey.”
Guests included more than 45 delegates from colleges,
universities, and learned societies. John Garland, Esq.,
president of Central State University, welcomed Dr. Brown
on behalf of Ohio colleges and universities. Faith Linn ’83,
director of alumni relations, greeted Dr. Brown on behalf
of the alumni.

Honor to Whom Honor is Due
Professor Presents Research at National
Conference
In November, Dr. John Whitmore, assistant professor of
geology, presented his research at the 115th meeting of
the Geological Society of America. John presented on
“A Novel Method to Determine Relative Lake Depth
Using Vertical and Lateral Trends in Fish Taphonomy,”
which he co-authored with Dr. Leonard Brand of Loma
Linda University.
Taphonomy is the study of the processes that cause
fossilization. John and Leonard’s research suggests that
lateral fish taphonomy trends occur “because of changes
in water depth.” Vertical trends of fish preservation in a
lake bed can help determine whether paleo lake depths
were stable or changing. The men looked specifically at
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Fossil Lake, which is part of the Green River Formation
of Wyoming and is famous for its fossil fish. This study
was part of John’s doctoral research.

Theatre Honors
The June 26-July 2, 2003 issue of Dayton City Paper
published a “Best of ” list for theatre in the Miami Valley.
Cedarville University received the following recognitions:

Best Collegiate Production of a Play
A Midsummer Night’s Dream
Honorable mentions for The Miser and Wait Until Dark

Best Direction of a Play
Honorable Mentions for Dr. David H. Robey (Wait Until
Dark) and Rebecca Baker (A Midsummer Night’s Dream)

Best Leading Actor in a Play
Honorable Mention for Brian Coon ’03 in The Miser

Also included in the ceremony was a Scripture reading by
Dr. David P. Jeremiah ’63, chancellor of Christian Heritage
College in El Cajon, Calif., and son of the late Chancellor
Dr. James T. Jeremiah ’73H.
Chancellor Dr. Paul H. Dixon ’94H, the eighth president
of the University, offered the invocation, saying “God has
smiled upon Cedarville. And He has given us one
exceptional president in Dr. William E. Brown.”
The inauguration marked the formal beginning of
Dr. Brown’s presidency, which actually began on June 1,
2003. On that date, Dr. Brown came to Cedarville from
Bryan College (Dayton, Tennessee),
where he had invested the previous 19
years of his life.
Dr. Brown had joined the Bryan
faculty in 1984 as an assistant professor
for biblical studies and was named
Bryan’s academic vice president and
provost in 1988. In 1992, he became
president and spent the next ten years
leading Bryan College to new heights in
spiritual, academic, physical, and
financial vitality. The College began new
endeavors such as a Center for Law and
American Government and a worldview
experience weekend outreach through
his leadership.

A nationally-recognized expert in worldview, Dr. Brown
has authored three books on the topic (Making Sense of
Your Faith; Where Have All the Dreamers Gone?:
Observations from a Biblical Worldview; and Making Sense
of Your World with Gary Phillips). He is a prolific writer,
serving as a guest columnist for WORLD magazine and
writing more than a hundred articles for journals,
magazines, encyclopedias, and newspapers.
Dr. Brown graduated from the University of South
Florida and earned his master of theology degree and
Ph.D. from Dallas Theological Seminary. He holds
memberships in organizations such as the
Society of Christian Philosophers, the
Evangelical Philosophical Society, and the
Evangelical Theological Society.
Dr. Brown has served on the boards of the
Appalachian College Association, the
Tennessee Independent Colleges and
Universities Association, the National
Center for Youth Issues, and The National
Christian Foundation.
Dr. Brown’s inauguration coincided
with Homecoming weekend and included
additional inaugural events, such as a
reception with faculty and staff, a
luncheon with special guests, a praise
concert, and an alumni chapel service.

Best Leading Actress in a Play

NCCAA National Tournament, was once named the
NCCAA District III Coach of the Year, and was the
Mid-Ohio Conference Coach of the Year after guiding
the Jackets to a 20-11 record in 1994-95, which was
only the second 20-win season in school history.
Kathy remains on the faculty as an assistant professor
of physical education.
Dr. Don Callan ’84H, dean of Cedarville’s School of
Health and Human Performance, stated,
“This award certainly honors the spiritual stance
Kathy demonstrated in her life and coaching.
Her contribution to athletics in her tenure at Cedarville
was exemplary. This is a breath of fresh air in a day
when we can read any day of the vices and problems of
athletes who are looked at as heroes. People like Kathy
are worthy of honor and emulation.”

Honorable Mention for LaVaughn Ricci in
Wait Until Dark

Best Supporting Actor in a Play
Honorable Mentions for Josh Canfield ’03 and Robert
Hamilton Chestnut ’03 in A Midsummer Night’s Dream
and Nathan Dale Loftis in Wait Until Dark

Best Supporting Actress in a Play
Honorable Mention for Julianne Howe in The Miser

Kathy Freese Honored by NCCAA
The National Christian College Athletic Association
has announced that it will honor its top women’s
basketball player each year with the Kathy Freese
National Player of the Year Award, named after the
former Cedarville Lady Jacket head coach.
Kathy coached basketball at Cedarville University
from 1991 through 2001. She took three teams to the
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Women’s Choir Performs
at Carnegie Hall
Fourteen members of the Cedarville University Women’s
Choir took part in a multi-age choral concert in Carnegie
Hall recently.
Conducted by Almeda Berkey, a highly recognized
conductor and soprano, the concert showcased three
choirs: a children’s choir, a choir of mainly college-age
students, and the 200-member mixed-age choir of which
the women’s choir members were a part. “The two pieces
our choir performed were Crucifixus and Cantate 2000,
both by Jackson Berkey,” noted Beth Cram Porter, director
of the Cedarville University Women’s Choir.
According to Beth, while in New York the Cedarville
group stayed at the Sheraton New York Hotel and Towers,

where they had several rehearsals. Their dress rehearsal
and performance were held in the Isaac Stern Auditorium
of Carnegie Hall. The Isaac Stern Auditorium, according
to www.carnegiehall.org, “has been the premier classical
music performance space in the United States since its
opening in 1891 …”.
These exciting practices and performance in New York
landmarks kept the women busy; however, the trip to New
York City was not all work. Beth shared, “We did take a
harbor cruise on Saturday night after the performance,
which was fun.”
Beth suspects that the invitation to perform came
because the women’s choir has sung several pieces by
Jackson Berkey (the husband of Almeda Berkey), who is
well-known for his choral compositions and his keyboard
work for Mannheim Steamroller. Beth said that she hopes
to return next year with an even larger group of women’s
choir members.

New Scholarship Surprises Dr. Brown’s Parents
Joseph E. and DeLois Brown traveled from Florida to
Cedarville to see the inauguration of their son, Dr. Bill
Brown, in October. Much to their surprise, a new
scholarship named in their honor was formally announced
during the ceremony.
The Joseph E. and DeLois Brown Scholarship will be
presented annually to six Cedarville University juniors or
seniors who are majoring in management, marketing, or
management information systems. Recipients are chosen
by the Cedarville University Department of Business
Administration faculty.
The award was established by William F. Poe, a longtime
family friend of the Browns and chairman of Poe Financial
Group in Tampa, Fla. For many years, Joe Brown served as
president of Poe & Associates Insurance, one of the largest
insurance agencies in the Southeast.

Dr. Martin Clark, vice president for development at Cedarville,
is shown here presenting the photo to the Browns.

During the ceremony, the Browns received a framed
photo of the first six student recipients of the new
scholarship.

Tribute to Dr. Phipps
On October 11, 2003, during Homecoming,
communication arts graduates assembled in the Alford Annex
to honor the former chair of the department, Dr. James
Phipps ’68.
Jim served as chair for 32 years. During that time he
touched the lives of many people, including faculty members
and students. Jim’s ministry to students included fixing cars,
helping students purchase cars, providing a “home” and
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meals, and going above and beyond the call of duty to help
financially-strapped students graduate.
The tribute to Jim included testimonies from many people
touched by his ministry as chair and concluded with a
slideshow of pictures of communication arts graduates.
Jim closed the ceremony by indicating that his ministry has
only changed, not ended. Jim will remain on the faculty as a
professor of communication arts.

Alumni
Events

Planning to Visit Cedarville?

October 2 - China
November 7 - Mt. Pleasant, Iowa
November 20 - Atlanta, Georgia

Hearthstone Inn & Suites
offers a special University
discount to alumni and friends
of Cedarville University.
Just mention that you’re a CU
graduate when you make your
reservations to receive the
special rate.
A most distinctive family-owned and operated,
independent, classic country inn hotel built in 2001,
Hearthstone Inn & Suites of Cedarville, Ohio offers quality
accommodations right in the heart of Cedarville. Featuring
20 tastefully-appointed guest rooms, you’ll enjoy their
fascinating blend of “casual elegance” and “country lodge.”
For more information, visit www.hearthstone-inn.com or
call 1-877-OHIO-INN (644-6466). Please note that there
are some dates for which the discount will not apply.

For more information, go to www.cedarville.edu/alumni and click on “Alumni Events.”

Upcoming Alumni Events
January 6

January 16-17

March 2

Columbus, Ohio

Cedarville, Ohio
Alumni Winter Weekend

Grand Rapids, Michigan

February 5

Canton, Ohio

January 10
Lakeland, Florida

May 15

Portsmouth, Ohio

Calendar of Campus Events
January 6

February 6-7

March 4-5

Classes Resume

Li’l Sibs Weekend

Pastors Summit

January 6-8

February 13-14

March 8-12

Missions Conference
Hans Finzel of CBInternational

Song of Solomon Conference

Spring Break

January 6-9

February 14

March 15

Jazz Band Concert

Classes Resume

Missions Conference Drama:
For This Cause: The Ministry and Martyrdom of
John and Betty Stam

February 19-21

March 18-20

Music Showcase

Urban Missions Conference

February 25

March 25-27; April 1-3

Day of Prayer

Spring Play: All My Sons

February 27-28

March 26

CedarMania

Pops Concert

February 27-28

March 26-28

Cedarville University Literary Conference

Parents Weekend

January 20
Choral Masterwork: Elijah

January 30
Christopher Parkening Concert

January 30-31;
February 5-7
Winter Play: The Masque of Beauty
and the Beast
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Alumni Association News
Alumni Awards for 2003
Alumnus of the Year
Randy Marriott ’85
Dr. William Randolph Marriott is an attending
emergency physician at the Emergency and
Trauma Center of Miami Valley Hospital. He also
serves as the medical team manager for the
Miami Valley Urban Search and Rescue Task
Force. Randy’s commitment with the Task Force took him to Xenia following
the tornado of 2000 and to Ground Zero in New York City following the
September 11 terrorist attacks.
For nine days at Ground Zero following the attacks, Randy worked
12- to 14-hour shifts, assisting in rescue and recovery efforts. For his
service, he received the Ohio Fire Marshall’s Award for Heroism. In 2002,
Wright State University (WSU) School of Medicine honored him with their
Outstanding Alumni Award.
Randy says his interest in emergency medicine began during his years at
Cedarville, when he joined the Cedarville College Emergency Medical
Services squad. He became captain of the squad in 1984-85 and was also a
member of Chi Theta Pi, the campus health professions organization.
Following graduation, Randy attended WSU, where he earned his medical
degree and did a residency in emergency medicine. With the support of his
wife, Lynda (Masters) ’87, during those stressful times, Randy excelled.
In 1994, he was named Outstanding Resident and also received the
Excellence in EMS Award.
Dr. John Silvius, professor of biology, noted, “Randy and Lynda
demonstrate to all of us how submission to God’s Word and reliance on the
love of Christ can help [one] to stay on course amidst the challenges and
joys of marriage and medical school.”
Randy and Lynda currently live in Dayton with their three children: Ricky,
Lauren, and Leanna.

Honorary Alumni of the Year
Clyde and Jean Autio
For many years, Clyde and Jean
Autio have been using their financial
resources to encourage Cedarville
students “to become ardent advocates
of biblical principles in the
marketplace of their lives.” In 1987, they created two education
scholarships: the Erich W. Ebert Award (in recognition of Jean’s father) and
the Arline Littleton Autio Award (honoring Clyde’s mother). In 2002 they
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established the Autio Family Scholarships for students majoring in
engineering, nursing, or education.
“The Autios are thoughtful and purposeful philanthropists,” shared Kim
Botta Longo ’02, development officer. “They seek results, not recognition.
They are enthusiastic partners with Cedarville in training young people to be
strong witnesses in the workplace.”
The Autios’ giving is not limited to scholarships. They have been part of
the President’s Associates giving club since 1996 and have also supported
Missions Involvement Services and CDR Radio.
Clyde, a former Air Force ballistic systems analyst, has been an adjunct
professor for both engineering calculus and management at Cedarville.
A retired major general and pilot, he is active in military and community
activities.
Jean was one of the first certified pediatric nurse practitioners in the
Miami Valley and has worked at Dayton Children’s Medical Center and
Wright-Patterson Air Force Medical Center. She enjoys serving in community
activities; she has been a member of the Greene County Children’s Services
Board.
The Autios have two children, Kim Lee Halula and Kerry ’82, and five
grandchildren.
Always gracious givers, Clyde and Jean Autio have remarked,
“Our relationship with Cedarville has been a blessing for us, and our
attendance at Cedarville University functions is an oasis in our lives.”

Young Alumnus of the Year
Matthew Martens ’93
“During Matt’s time at Cedarville, he was known
for the intensity with which he approached the
business of learning,” said Charles Hartman,
associate professor of business law and accounting.
“He had a clear focus on his goals. ... [S]ince
leaving Cedarville, Matt has personified Prov. 22:29: ‘Do you see a man
skilled in his work? He will serve before kings; he will not serve before
obscure men.’”
After graduating with a B.A. in accounting, Matt became a CPA and
earned a J.D. at the University of North Carolina (UNC) School of Law.
At UNC, he graduated first in his 243-member class. (Matt was later named
the first-ever recipient of the UNC School of Law Outstanding Recent
Graduate Award.) He soon became a law clerk in the U.S. Court of Appeals,
D.C. Circuit.
In 1997-98 Matt worked as a law clerk for the U.S. Supreme Court,
serving in the chambers of Chief Justice William H. Rehnquist. At that time,
Matt was only the sixth person from UNC School of Law to ever obtain such
a position.

Since then, Matt’s career has taken many exciting turns. In 1998 he
moved to New Jersey as a litigation associate for the international law firm
of Latham and Watkins. He transitioned to the U.S. Justice Department in
2001, where he was chief of staff and counsel to the assistant attorney
general for the criminal division. Matt currently works in North Carolina as
an assistant U.S. attorney in that state’s western district.
Through these many transitions, Matt has remained committed to his
wife, Wendy (Walters) ’94, and children, Ian (4) and Emily (1). Charles
Hartman commented, “Although Matt has been involved in the sometimes
rough-and-tumble world of ideas, he has been able to maintain his devotion
to God and to his family, which is the greatest mark of success to which our
students can aspire.”

Distinguished Service Award

Sherri Watson Smith ’86
Sherri’s experience of serving Cedarville as
an alumna began immediately after she
earned her degree in English/professional
writing. Upon graduating, Sherri used her
talents as part of the Cedarville University
admissions staff. (It was while working there that she met her
husband, John, who had brought his youth group to campus for a
tour.) Sherri later transferred to the annual fund office, where her
talents continued to aid the University. In 1990, a position as
advertising copywriter at Scripture Press Publications in Wheaton,
Illinois drew Sherri away from Cedarville.
Distinguished Educator Award
“Even after she moved from Cedarville to Chicago to serve the
Merlin Ager ’60
Kingdom in other ways, Sherri continued to show a commitment that
Truly committed to students, Dr. Merlin
made you believe she was still on the payroll of Cedarville,” explained
Ager has served on all levels of education —
Jeff Brock ’84, annual fund officer, “whether [she was] serving on the
elementary to college, local to international.
Alumni Council, organizing an alumni gathering, or telling a high
He is currently Cedarville’s dean of the School
schooler about Cedarville.”
of Social Sciences and Professional Studies
Through the years, Sherri has served the Kingdom through
and professor of education. His additional involvements have been many,
including principal of Dayton Christian School, board member of Cedar Cliff marketing, advertising, and media positions at Moody Video, Moody
Magazine, and Tyndale House Publishers. She is currently director of
Local School, and assessor for two Ohio abstinence education programs.
He has had teaching and administrative stints in Hungary, Faith Academy in communications at Harvest Bible Chapel in Rolling Meadows, Illinois,
where her husband is the pastor of family ministries.
the Philippines, and Kyoto International University in Japan. During his
While busy in these many positions of service, Sherri has remained
tenure at Cedarville (1964-1975, 1978-present), seven new education
actively involved with the University, serving on the Alumni Council
programs have been added, including overseas student teaching.
But perhaps former students most appreciate Merlin for his compassion. (where she was chairperson for two years), the Cedarville University
Board of Trustees, and the Leadership Initiative Advisory Board. She is
Ginny Decker Potter ’80 shared, “Dr. Ager had a great impact in my life
and played a big part in helping me become who I am today. He did more also a member of the President’s Associates giving club.
“Saying Sherri is loyal to Cedarville does not describe the depth of
than just teach educational theories and principles from books — he taught
her commitment to Cedarville,” Jeff concluded. “I think she is better
with his life and truly modeled God’s love and compassion.”
described by the statement, ‘She bleeds blue and gold.’”
Ginny recalled, “I remember one time when I was in the midst of an
extremely difficult student teaching experience. Through my tears of
frustration, I announced that I was going to drop teaching and find
something else to do. ... Dr. Ager sat with me for over an hour ... and
encouraged me to keep my eyes on the plan God had for my life. ... He still
offers encouraging words and wisdom whenever I ask and even times when
I don’t ask. I feel fortunate to know him and cannot thank him enough for
his godly input in my life.”
Merlin’s partner in life is his wife, Ruth (Himsel) ’61. Together they have
two daughters — Mindy Ager Moreland ’85 and Debby Ager Hanssen ’89
(married to Joseph Hanssen Jr. ’89) — and three grandchildren.
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2003
To see more Homecoming 2003 pictures, visit
www.cedarville.edu/alumni and select "Homecoming". If you attended
Homecoming 2003, be sure to complete the survey at the same site.

Plan to attend Homecoming 2004
October 1-2
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W o r d ?

Mission Mobile!

omeone once observed: “A vision without a burden
is a dream; a burden without a vision is drudgery; a
vision WITH a burden is a MISSION!” Without
question, what began as a dream for William Triplett ’99
has become a mission.
After retiring from the
Army, William and his wife,
Beverly, moved to Detroit.
William worked in retail for
several years and took classes
at Highland Park College.
Work opportunities brought
the Tripletts to the Dayton
area in the late 80s.
On February 21, 1994, William’s life changed direction
as he sensed God’s call to the ministry. After visiting
Cedarville and visiting with faculty, William was confident
Cedarville University was the place the Lord wanted him
to be. He enrolled in the fall of 1994. His work schedule
prevented him from taking more than one or two classes
each term. But work did not prevent him from a perfect
attendance record in class and in chapel! The Lord used
both to sharpen William’s skills, expand his knowledge of
the Word, and prepare Him for ministry.
During his Cedarville years, William preached in local
churches on the weekend, conducted a Bible study for
employees at the store where he worked, and spent seven
and a half years ministering in the jails of the Miami
Valley. His work in the jails birthed the dream in his heart
that would ultimately come true in Mobile, Alabama.
The Move — William and Beverly moved to Alabama in
July 2001. Shortly after settling into their new home,
William began to prayerfully consider where he might
work and what doors of ministry might open. One
afternoon he decided to visit the county jail. His
experience in jail ministry had fostered a desire to
continue a similar involvement in Mobile. His intent was
to find out how he could volunteer time, resources, etc., to
be effective for Christ in the jail.

S
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When William arrived at the jail, he was able to meet
immediately with the warden despite the fact that he had
no appointment. As William began to explain the purpose
of his visit, the warden became increasingly interested and
exhibited an “I don’t believe
it” look on his face. At one
point he declared, “You’re
scaring me!” When William
probed to see why/how he was
scaring a jail warden, the
gentleman replied that they
had been looking for someone
to serve as chaplain for the
jail. He said, “I knew when I
found the right man, I’d see a burning bush. I didn’t even
see any smoke until you walked into this office!” In fact,
the warden had just come from a meeting where it had
become clear that attempts to find a chaplain had failed.
The jail officials were ready to concede defeat when
William walked in!
The Mission — In a matter of weeks William was hired to
be the full-time chaplain of the county jail in Mobile, the
first such chaplain in the 205-year history of the jail.
The Lord had arranged for him to devote his full-time
attention to ministry. The dream had come true, but
more … the dream had become a mission.
William has recently completed two years of ministry at
the jail. In addition to normal chaplain duties, such as
counseling, providing Bible studies, preaching, etc.,
William has expanded his office to include providing for
educational opportunities for those incarcerated. Many are
in jail for minor infractions like driving without a driver’s
license. Volunteers work with the prisoners to get them
ready for the driver’s test and then help them get their
licenses when they are released from jail.
William is vigorously working to find books for a jail
library. He is committed to a program whereby the
recidivism rate can be drastically reduced. William believes
that providing opportunities for inmates to improve
literacy skills and advance their education is a way of
accomplishing the objective.

In addition, William supervises a team of volunteers
from the community and local churches. He is responsible
for recruiting, training, and overseeing the volunteers who
serve with him. In the two years William has served, the
number of volunteers has increased from about 30 to
more than 150.
None of the responsibilities, however, can distract
William from his primary vision/burden: to give men and
women the opportunity to accept Jesus Christ as Savior.
When Christ changes the heart and life, not only will
recidivism be reduced, eternal destiny will be permanently
altered!
William’s work week is 12 hours per day, Monday
through Friday. He is on call 24/7. Such a burden without
a vision would be drudgery. But not for William.

His dream became a vision. Through ministry while at CU
the vision was blended with a burden. The opportunity in
Mobile is his mission — not a “Mission Impossible,” but a
“Mission Impassioned,” touching and changing lives for
the eternal glory of God.

Say Hello to the New Guy!

A Wedding Dream Come True

One of this year’s new faculty members is Michael Thigpen, assistant
professor of Bible. Michael came to Cedarville from New Life Community
Church in Cincinnati, where he served as the pastor of spiritual formation.
Michael and his wife, Bonnie, met at the University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill and have been married for 14 years. They have two children,
Abigail (9) and Hannah (6).
From Chapel Hill, the Thigpens moved to South Carolina, where Michael
attended Columbia Biblical Seminary and earned his M.Div. while Bonnie
worked in the local school system as a pediatric physical therapist.
Following seminary and the birth of their first daughter, the Lord led the
Thigpens to Cincinnati. There Michael attended Hebrew Union College for
doctoral work in Hebrew and Old Testament. Currently, he is working on his
dissertation on the covenant lawsuit pattern in the Prophets.
Michael’s passion is to help people understand the Old Testament and the
richness that Old Testament study brings to our understanding of Christ and
our relationship with Him. Within the Old Testament, the Prophets hold a
special place in his heart. There he sees the great plan of God unfolding
and impacting the lives of people who are helpless and often hopeless.
Although we often only see judgment and discipline in the Prophets, there
is a great message of mercy, grace, and redemption to be found there as
well.
Michael teaches Hebrew, along with Old Testament literature and studies
of the Prophets and Historical Books.

Amy-Hope Dyson, assistant professor of
philosophy at Cedarville, and Tom Guisleman
were wed on June 7, 2003 at a small church in
Spring Valley, Ohio. From the clear testimony
of Amazing Grace as the ushers lit the candles
to the congregational singing of Grace Alone
just before the presentation of the couple, the
theme of the ceremony was God’s amazing
grace as the basis for a life and marriage spent
pursuing Him.
As a representation of God’s place at the foundation of their love and
marriage, Tom and Amy-Hope exchanged copies of God’s Word in lieu of
traditional wedding rings. The ceremony was also designed to emphasize
the importance the bride and groom place on their relationships with their
families and the key role those relationships have played in their lives.
The wedding was performed by Rev. Tom Dyson, father of the bride (after
a brief introduction by Dr. Tom Hutchison to allow the bride to be given
away by her father). The groom was attended by his father, Robert
Guisleman, and the bride by her sister, Amber Glasscock. The mothers of
the couple also had a role to play as mother and father together lit the
candles that Tom and Amy-Hope used to light their own unity candle.
Tom and Amy-Hope spent their honeymoon in the Smoky Mountains and
currently live in Xenia. Tom is pursuing an education in fitness, while AmyHope continues to serve in the department of biblical education. Amy-Hope
has been at Cedarville since 2001.

Michael Thigpen
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Where Have All
the Dreamers Gone?
by Sarah High Peeler ’00
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Where have all the dreamers gone? Good question.
And to tell the truth, that’s one question I hadn’t really
spent much time thinking about, at least not until a couple
of years ago.
I was nearing the end of my senior year at Cedarville and
was caught in a difficult decision-making, priority-placing,
spiritually-discerning place. As I saw things, I had two
choices: 1) Follow my dream of venturing overseas to teach
and work with children, or 2) Follow my boyfriend (almost
fiancé) to Chicago and support his dream of living in the
heart of one of the world’s largest cities.
Let me back up and provide an overview of
circumstances that brought me to that decision.
For as long as I could remember, my heart had longed to
serve others, to teach children and teens, to mentor
women, and to communicate the gospel message to people
who wouldn’t otherwise hear it. Throughout high school
and college, the Lord had provided unique opportunities
for me to learn, grow, and experience different cultures.
Without a doubt I knew he was asking me to use my
passions and gifts in unconventional ways — ways that
meant moving beyond the confines of my familiar home
and interacting with people whose needs and cultures
didn’t match mine. I was sure God was asking me to serve
Him in another country.
And I couldn’t wait! My heart danced with joy during my
college years as I anticipated graduating and heading
overseas to begin a passionate ministry of Kingdombuilding.
Well, enter Grady Peeler ’00 — a friend, turned
boyfriend, turned “man I want to marry and spend the rest
of my life with.”
One would think that a growing relationship with a man
who loved the Lord and loved me would be a delight and
thrill — and truly, it was — but the interesting tension
came when we discovered that although we shared a
common dream of serving God and seeking to build His
Kingdom, the ways we dreamed of doing it were at quite
opposite ends of the spectrum.
Grady had a heart for the city and was motivated by all
the needs and possibilities the city offered. In his words,
“God has brought people from all around the world to one
city. Why not move there and influence people with the
gospel in my career, in my apartment building, and in every
other facet of day-in and day-out life?”

“That’s well and good,” I thought, “but that’s not what
God is asking me to do. He wants me overseas — I’m
confident of that.”
So, where have all the dreamers gone? Well, here was a
situation where two young people, dedicated to serving
God, were caught in dreams that seemed to be to the
detriment of their future relationship.
I think I said more prayers during Spring Quarter of my
senior year than ever before. I was torn. Did God really
want me in ministry overseas? Did God really want me to
marry Grady? Why would God provide two wonderful
options that seemingly stood in direct opposition to each
other? After much prayer and careful thought, I decided to
put my dream for overseas ministry temporarily on hold to
marry Grady and move to Chicago.
Immediately after graduation, Grady moved to Chicago,
and I came to visit on weekends until we were married.
After my first weekend visit, I left in tears, absolutely
terrified that I was about to make Chicago my home.
Sure, Chicago was a fun place to visit, but to live there?
I wasn’t so sure. The traffic was insane. The cost of living
was high. The buildings were intimidating. The people
were impatient and rude. The subways scared me. And the
list continued.
During our engagement, I continued to struggle with the
idea of living in downtown Chicago, though I couldn’t
adequately explain why. Strangely enough, I had somehow
determined that it would be easier to leave the familiar and
comfortable things here in the States and head overseas to
serve God than it would be to leave the familiar and
comfortable things in my bubble of comfort and serve God
in a major city here in the States. I suppose it didn’t help
that many family and friends balked at the idea: “It’s
dangerous living downtown, you know,” or “You don’t plan
to start and raise a family downtown, do you?” or “The city
is full of temptations that will only distract you from
serving God.” Looking back, I know these were honest and
well-intended statements, but now I also know they were
uninformed and unfounded statements.
During our engagement, God used a variety of
circumstances to make it very clear that moving to
downtown Chicago was in fact the very thing He wanted
me to do. Was I absolutely comfortable with that? No. Was
I absolutely certain that’s what God wanted? Yes.
Soon enough, Grady and I were married and thrilled to
begin our life together. Our first few months were
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interesting to say the least. We laughed at the creative ways
we managed to make things fit in our tiny apartment.
(Picture the size of a Willetts or Brock dorm room times
two.) We learned really quickly that getting our car ticketed
and towed wasn’t all that unusual. We learned, by trial and
error, how to navigate the city using buses, trains, and cabs.
We found jobs. We found a church. And slowly but surely,
we found friends.
Fast forward to today. Grady and I have been married
almost three years and can’t imagine life apart from
downtown Chicago.
Why? Because we have seen again and again how God has
blessed us and used us in ways we couldn’t have dreamed
about. We are confident that for this moment right now, we
are exactly where we need to be. Remember the confused
girl in college who dreamed of moving overseas to touch
another culture with the gospel? Well, she’s now dreaming
of the many unique ways she can touch other cultures right
in her own neighborhood. Remember the guy in college
who was bold enough to follow his dream — and God’s call
— to the city at the risk of ending a relationship? He’s now
dreaming of the many unique ways he can touch the coworkers in his firm with the gospel. Remember the couple
that wanted to get married but knew that meant taking
unusual faith that God did in fact have their best interests
— their dreams — in mind? Well, now they are enjoying
the thrill of inner-city living and inner-city ministry.
So, why the city? Why downtown? People in the suburbs
and rural areas need Jesus, too. Why not move close to
family? Family support is important, you know. Why not
move to the suburbs where cost of living is cheaper?
Why put up with the busyness and dirtiness
and the noise and the crime of the city?
People ask Grady and me questions like
these all the time. We have four words for
them: God’s plan; our dream.
Because we live on the 30th floor, we enjoy
an amazing view of the city. If we look to the
left, we see Cabrini Green — the poorest
government housing project in the country.
If we look to the right, we see multi-million
dollar condos and elite boutiques and
restaurants. How can people who live on
such opposite ends of the spectrum exist in
such close proximity to each other? Because
that’s city life. Every income level, every
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education level, every different race, every different
language, every different religion exists there … but all with
one very common need: a Savior.
And that, foundationally, is what motivates Grady and me
to live in an unconventional place and dare to act on the
dream we have to turn our sphere of influence upside down
with the power of the gospel. Many of you probably
remember reading the book Portrait of Obedience:
The Biography of Robert T. Ketchum for one of Cedarville’s
Bible classes. In it, Ketchum is quoted as saying, “As His
children, we are responsible for only one thing in relation to
God, and that is obedience. Give Him that, and that always,
and what happens must be all of Him. There will be no
room, no place, no desire for boasting.” Somehow, though
my intentions to minister overseas were good, I had
undermined the need to yield those dreams and obey the
plans God had for me. God, in his goodness and grace, has
brought me to Chicago and has provided countless ways for
me to do all of the teaching and mentoring that I’d always
dreamt of doing.
Grady and I have enjoyed the opportunity to plug into
children’s ministry opportunities through our church.
For the past couple years we’ve been serving in the Awana
program with third through sixth graders, but as we soon
learned, this wasn’t the average Awana program. This Awana
program was targeted at the kids in Cabrini Green and was
intended as an outreach to that community. As such, the
needs, culture, and dynamic of these kids were far removed
from what we’d anticipated.
These kids have no concept of family, relationships,
authority, or security. Most kids don’t know who their

father is, and if they do, chances are most
of their brothers and sisters don’t share
the same father. There isn’t a sense of
stability, and family is a very relative idea
— mom may come and go, kids may not
know where their next meal will come
from or where they will sleep that night.
Most kids have seen or been a part of
horrific crimes. A reality like this means
one thing: these kids are in survival mode.
They simply want to make it from one day
to the next. Our challenge then is to
discover meaningful ways to connect with
and communicate to these kids in ways
that will make sense and make a
difference.
For example, Grady and I became
familiar with a family of ten children, most with different
fathers, all with the same mother. Mom was heavily
involved in drugs and was in and out of jail routinely.
These ten kids had seen it all and endured it all. They lived
in a one-bedroom apartment with no furniture, were
accustomed to guns and death and rape, knew that their
next meal was up to them to find, and had no concept of
rules or morals or accountability or authority. Yet many
kids from this family came to Awana with smiles and
anticipation week after week. Sure, they were discipline
problems and were in trouble more often than not, but at
the end of the day, their weekly escape to Awana was a true
highlight. How can we walk away from that? What more
motivation would anyone need to serve in such a ministry?
Statistics show that more money is spent per child in
Cabrini Green than in any other government-sponsored
project in the States. Talk about a mission field of needs!
The people we’ve met have certainly been a significant
part of our experience in the city. We’ve crossed paths with
the rich and the famous and the intellectual. We’ve crossed
paths with the poor and the needy and the lonely. And
somehow, God chose to provide us with a wonderful circle
of friends from all of those areas!
Soon after we moved to Chicago, we became members of
The Moody Church. Being a part of and ministering with
this historical downtown church has been a privilege.
There’s no question that Moody Church has played a key
role in making our dream of connecting with people and
serving our community a reality. So the cliché we’ve all
heard at one time or another, “The will of God will never

lead you where the grace of God cannot keep you,” is really
true. The ministries, friendships, and opportunities that
Moody Church has given us have truly been a reflection of
God’s grace.
Of course, we’d be remiss if we didn’t mention that living
in the city is fun! How many places offer you world-class
eating, shopping, and entertainment a few steps from your
front door? That has been a part of Grady’s desire for us to
see and do and be a part of as much as we can for the time
we are here. And what an amazing amount of fun and
adventure we’ve had! We’ll use that as an open-door
invitation to you: If you’re ever in Chicago and are looking
for a place to stay or would simply like to meet up for
dinner, it would be our privilege! Please take us up on that!
Chicago has afforded Grady and me so many unique
opportunities, and we can both honestly and thankfully say
we have no regrets. We don’t know the plans God has for
us next year, next month, or even tomorrow. But we do
know that for this moment, we are to be in Chicago and
make the most of every opportunity that comes our way.
Where have all the dreamers gone? Well, we are two
dreamers in Chicago who can’t imagine life without living
in the city. And at the end of the day, we’re just a couple of
really normal people doing really normal things. But we are
motivated by a really radical God who has plans that
supercede anything we can think or dream about.
To contact Grady and Sarah, call them at 312-587-1579 or
e-mail them at sarah.peeler@moody.edu.
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Dreaming God’s
Dreams
Donna Payne VanLiere ’89
The following are excerpts from Donna’s recent chapel message.
Our dreams are rarely what we expect them to be. Psalm
37:4 says, “Delight yourself in the Lord and He will give you
the desires of your heart.” I thought I was doing that. Why
weren’t the desires of my heart turning out
the way that I expected them to?
Philippians 2:13 says, “For it is God who
works in you to will and to act according to
His good purpose.” It was God who was
working inside of me. It was God who would
put those desires in my heart so that I could
glorify Him. I couldn’t grasp that God’s plans
for my life could blow my puny dreams out of
the water. I was dreaming, I just wasn’t
dreaming big enough.
If you want to discover God’s desires for your life and start
dreaming God-sized dreams, then you’ve got to be brutally
honest about what you can and cannot do.
To truly discover God’s desires for your life, there will come
a time when you’ll have to let go of some of your dreams.
A sure-fire way to find God’s desires for your life and to
start dreaming God-sized dreams is to get into the Word and
study it like you never have before.
The more Scripture I read, I realized sometimes our plans
have to die. I read the story of Lazarus. Mary and Martha
thought, “When Jesus gets here, He’ll make Lazarus better.”
But that was their plan. That was their way. That wasn’t
God’s way. God was saying, “Be patient, I have a better way.
I’m orchestrating something so beautiful and so incredible up
here that you’re never going to believe it.”
My husband, Troy, and I agree that adoption has been the
greatest joy in our lives, although it started out as the greatest
pain. In order to discover God’s desires for your life, you have
to realize dreams don’t come attached with balloons and
streamers, but that they are shadowed by pain.
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I was contacted about writing the biography of Rick
Husband, the commander of the space shuttle “Columbia”
that broke apart in the skies above Texas on February 1,
killing all seven astronauts on board. I flew to
Houston on several occasions to meet with
Evelyn, Rick’s widow. Evelyn has a picture on
her refrigerator; it is of her and her two
children. They are standing in front of the large
landing clock as they waited for the Columbia
to land. The clock reads 11 minutes 18 seconds.
As far as she knew, Rick was just 11 minutes
from home. She had no idea that he’d walked
through the gates of heaven five minutes earlier.
I asked Evelyn when I met with her, “Evelyn,
how did you get through that day?” And she
said, “Because I have a history with God, I knew that He
would lead me through my greatest heartbreak.” What is
your history with God? If your dreams were ripped from you
today, would you turn to God or would you turn away from
Him?

VanLiere’s Books Hit The New
York Times Bestseller List;
You Can Receive Your Copy!
Since its release on October 28, Donna VanLiere’s
second book, The Christmas Blessing, has placed in
the top 25 on The New York Times Bestseller List. It is
joined by the first in the Christmas Hope series,
The Christmas Shoes, which has placed in the top 25
for the third time in as many holiday seasons.
“Blessing takes place many years later when
Nathan Andrews, the young boy who purchases the
Christmas shoes for his dying mother, is now in medical school and learns
many lessons of faith through a sick young girl,” Donna shared. “Will as
many buy Blessing as they did Shoes? Only God knows that.” Both books are
inspiring reads no matter the time of the year.
Would you like to receive an autographed copy of The Christmas Blessing?
Any alum who gives a gift of any size to Cedarville’s Annual Fund by
December 31 will receive a copy. To give your year-end Annual Fund gift,
please call Jeff Brock ’84 at 1-800-766-1115 or give a gift online at
www.cedarville.edu (click on “Financial Partners”).

In Tribute to a
Dreamer
By George Stephens ’82
The life of Rev. George Stephens ’82 was changed because of the
dream of one man. Following is George’s tribute to Don Peterson, a
gentleman who had a dream for the Christian education of future
Christian leaders.
In the spring of 1978, I was excited to have been accepted at
Cedarville College, but I faced the dilemma of paying for my
education. Since my father had gone home to be with Christ

By 1981 Don had four
young men going to
Christian colleges on
his payroll ...
when I was 10 and my mother’s work just met our needs, I knew
that I was going to need a job beyond the norm. It was shortly
afterward that God introduced me to Don Peterson. Don paid
for me to attend Cedarville.
Don was a quiet man with a strong, lean build; the salty hair of
his Scandinavian heritage; and a continuous twinkle in his eye
that accented a quirky, one-corner smile. He had not known
Christ long, but had taken the matter of living for Him as a
personal responsibility. He never drew attention to himself, but
often entered church services from a side aisle and worshipped
in solitude, drawing in all that he had missed in years of not
knowing Christ. Little did I know how God was going to use
him in my life.
One Sunday during an evening church fellowship,
I approached the tall man with the twinkle in his eye.
Within minutes he guaranteed me a job in his Newark, New
Jersey factory to begin the week I graduated from high school.
Don’s factory made electric motors and was a family business
with a loyal work force. I rarely saw him during my time there
since he was a busy man running a large corporation. Most
shocking to me at the end of my first pay period was the size of
my check. I was paid union wage as a non-union employee.
Each summer when I returned from classes at Cedarville,
Don hired me back. When I took the summer of 1980 to go to
Australia with an MIS team, Don carried a major portion of my
support.

Perhaps the most interesting experience with this man of God
was the “annual retreat.” By 1981 Don had four young men
going to Christian colleges on his payroll, and he would pass the
word for us to come to work in corporate casual and bring our
swimsuits. We would arrive at the factory, punch the clock, then
travel with Don to America’s KESWICK (a Christian conference
and retreat center in southern New Jersey) for a day of Bible
speakers, good food, and fellowship with our benefactor.
Don would listen to us and ask us deep questions camouflaged
as simple comments. He paid us a day’s wage for our fellowship.
I graduated from Cedarville in 1982, got married, and went to
seminary. Don continued to serve. Selling his company and
retiring, he moved to the Jersey shore and directed his attention
to the needs of others. He put much of his heart into the
substance recovery program of America’s KESWICK and often
taught Bible studies to the residents of the program. Don could
not help it. He needed to invest himself in others, just as he had
invested himself in me.

On September 11, 2001 ...
Don and his wife received
that promised accolade,
“Well done, thou good and
faithful servant.”
On September 11, 2001, Don and his wife were flying to
California for a family reunion. Arriving early at the airport, they
decided to board an earlier flight, and so they switched their
tickets to Flight 93. Several hours later, Don and his wife received
that promised accolade, “Well done, thou good and faithful
servant.” I am convinced that on that morning on Flight 93, Don
Peterson invested himself fully in the lives of others, just as he
had in me and just as he, through me, had invested in Cedarville
College.
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A City on the Sea?
Jeremy Beadner ’01

Imagine, if you will, sailing on a ship in the open seas where
you actually live and work. It’s your home, your community,
your life. Sound like a dream? Well, if Jeremy Beadner ’01 has
anything to do with it, that dream will one day become a reality.
Jeremy is the vice president of design coordination for Freedom
Ship International, Inc.
Freedom Ship is still in the conceptual stage, but its ultimate
purpose is to create a unique lifestyle that allows families and
individuals to work, live, and travel simultaneously. Jeremy
explained, “Currently one can now be virtually connected with
anyone in the world through the Internet or cell phone. Freedom
Ship makes that virtual
connection physical.”
Freedom Ship’s Web site
explains that this vessel will not
be a cruise ship, but instead will
be a unique place to live, work,
retire, or vacation. The proposed
voyage would continuously circle
the globe. Commuter aircraft
and hydrofoils would ferry
residents and visitors to and
from shore. The airport on the
ship’s top deck would serve
private and small commercial
aircraft. The superstructure,
rising twenty-five stories above
its broad main deck, would
house residential space, a library,
schools, and a hospital in
addition to retail and wholesale shops, banks, hotels, restaurants,
entertainment facilities, casinos, offices, warehouses, and light
manufacturing and assembly enterprises. Finally, this concept
would include recreational and athletic facilities, making
Freedom Ship a veritable “Community on the Sea.”
The ship’s design would accept up to 40,000 full-time
residents, 30,000 daily visitors, 10,000 nightly hotel guests, and
20,000 crew members. The idea is that this population of
100,000 people will provide a wealth of talent and diversity for
the private businesses aboard the ship and the ports of call the
ship visits daily.
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As it circumnavigates the world, Freedom Ship will make
offshore stops, including exotic tropical islands accessible only by
sea. These stops will provide the ship’s residents and
entrepreneurs with touring and business opportunities and bring
a continual stream of visitors to the ship to patronize its shops,
restaurants, and entertainment facilities. The ship would provide
a large and steady stream of tourists to ports around the world.
Jeremy learned about Freedom Ship when the project was
featured on the Discovery Channel. He explained, “The idea
captivated me. While the show was still airing, I surfed the Web
for their site and found their corporate phone number. At 10:30

that evening I called their offices, and the CEO of the company,
Norman Nixon, picked up the phone. We spoke for about an
hour and a half and for several more hours throughout the
week.” Jeremy started working for the company the following
week. “Since then I have been blessed to be surrounded by
people much smarter than myself who are willing to mentor me
for future leadership within the company and allow me to
express my creativity. We all have a common vision and a clearly
defined plan of action to achieve our goal,” he continued.
Overseeing design coordination for Freedom Ship allows
Jeremy to indirectly live out many of his dreams. “As a kid, one
of my dreams was to follow in the footsteps of Enzo Ferrari and

start my own automobile company to build the finest sports cars
in the world,” he said. “During school I was blessed with the
opportunity to have two successful internships at Johnson
Controls in design and manufacturing engineering that exposed
me to how an interior of an automobile is successfully designed
and manufactured.” Jeremy also owns and operates a small
business that details boats and motor homes for dealerships and
individuals.
Jeremy earned a bachelor of science in mechanical engineering
degree from Cedarville. “I arrived with the belief that one’s
major does not determine who they are or their lot in life,” he
stated. “Creating successful businesses was and is my passion.”
He elaborated, “Many of the world’s greatest businessmen
throughout history developed the products their businesses are
built around. Product development is their forte. They are
engineers who develop a dream into reality and simultaneously
develop a team of professionals to manage the business.”
Jeremy says he wanted to follow in their footsteps, so
engineering was a logical field of study, although while in
college, he did not have a clearly defined dream or vision.
Jeremy says he has always been a dreamer — it’s in his blood.
“As I study the past, I find that most dreamers had a mentor,” he
explained. “Henry Ford was chief engineer for Thomas Edison
before establishing the company that now bears his name.
My mentor is my grandpa, Raleigh Huls. He was a truck driver
for a local bakery. Upon retirement, my grandpa had a vision of
providing every truck driver in the U.S. with a free Bible and a
devotional geared towards the specific struggles they face in
everyday life. He started
with nothing and at the
time of his death was
distributing 50,000 Bibles
a year to truck stops in all
48 states. He is my visual
representation of Christ.
Regardless of what the
future holds, in ten years if
I am closer to living a life
reflective of his, then I
view my life as a success.”
Jeremy admits there is a
fine line between genius
and insanity. He has a
close circle of friends,
who, when they heard
about Freedom Ship, told
him he was insane. “That

was when I knew I had a good idea,” Jeremy said. “The day my
friends stop telling me I’m nuts is the day I need to expand my
horizons and reevaluate my goals to those that are more
ambitious.”
So what dreams does this dreamer have in the years ahead?
He articulated, “Ten years from now I hope to be in a financial
position to fund the visionaries of the future and help them
achieve their dreams.” Jeremy would also like to pursue several of
his own dreams while still playing an active leadership role at
Freedom Ship. He revealed, “I have a concept that could
revolutionize concrete and the road construction industry if the
right team of people were to be assembled. Who knows, by that
time my childhood dream may become a reality and a new car
company could be born.” He concluded, “There are numerous
talents a dreamer must have, and one is to view everything in life
as an opportunity. How many opportunities in life one visualizes
and takes advantage of will in large part determine one’s success,
whether it be in business or in another mission field.”
To learn more about Jeremy’s dream, visit www.freedomship.com.
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Double the Dreams
Craig ’02 M.Ed. and Celeste Shustrick Dunlap ’93, ’02 M.Ed.

Craig ’02 M.Ed. and Celeste Shustrick Dunlap ’93, ’02 M.Ed.
agree that graduating together from Cedarville University with
master’s degrees in education was an answer to prayer and a
dream come true. “Celeste and I do a lot of things together. We
love to be together, and I often say that our lives are intertwined.
While I never seriously considered that we’d be students
together, it was just natural that if I would be taking classes,
Celeste would be right there next to me,” explained Craig.
For Celeste, however, it was divine intervention that brought
them both to Cedarville for graduate work. “When we married,”
she said, “I knew that I wanted to eventually continue my
education, but I wasn’t sure we would be able to do it at the
same time, and I really never expected to do it at Cedarville.”
She added, “Cedarville has been such an important part of my
life and who I have become that part of me wished Craig could
fully understand by experiencing it himself. But, until recently,
he had to settle for all my stories. I am so glad that he was given
the opportunity to complete his degree at Cedarville and realize
that I wasn’t exaggerating the Cedarville experience.”
Craig remembers they were initially apprehensive because they
thought they would not be able to afford to take classes at the
same time, but they were amazed how God provided. Through
scholarship money from Cedarville and from their employer,
Calvary Christian School, they were able not only to attend
Cedarville, but also to complete their degrees debt-free.
The Cedarville graduate experience was far-reaching for both.
Craig says the program helped him achieve many goals.
He shared, “I can honestly say that I’ve taken something from
each professor and am implementing it. Dr. Chris Miller’s Bible
class showed me how to dig deep into the Word to see the truths
that God intended us to learn. Dr. Ed Baumann showed how to
take biblical truths and apply them to all situations. I have tried
to take the lessons learned from these men and challenge my
own students to do the same. Mr. Kevin Winslow taught a great
course on technology. I wanted to learn more, and so I wrote a
thesis on technology in the classroom. I am now able to help my
own students be better learners and presenters of information.”
Celeste commented that while doing research for a class
project she discovered some problems with math instruction,
specifically in relation to female students. “I began to take a hard
look at my own instruction and make some changes in how I
taught math in order to make sure I am reaching all my
students,” she explained. “I hope that these changes will affect
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... Craig and Celeste have
big dreams for their students.
my students in a positive way as they leave Christian elementary
school and face middle and high school. I was encouraged
recently when one of my girls said, ‘You make me understand
math!’”
Armed with new information gained through the graduate
school experience, Craig and Celeste have big dreams for their
students. “My ultimate goal, the salvation of my students, has
been a burden from the moment I entered into the teaching
program as an undergraduate at Cedarville,” Celeste noted.
“I have had two students profess Christ as their Savior this year;
it has been so exciting to see many of my students grow in their
spiritual walks.”
“Cedarville’s graduate program definitely helped me try to
achieve my secondary goal, which is having my students see
God’s Word as the final authority for our lives,” continued
Celeste. “As I was going through the program, I began to see that
I wasn’t doing this enough in the classroom. That has been a
personal goal these last two years. We have gotten into some
great discussions, everything from movies and music to social
drinking. And, through all these things, I have been able to take
them back to the Word to show them what God has to say about
these life issues.”
Both Craig and Celeste agree that with time and experience,
their dreams as educators will change and yet also remain
consistent. “Most of all, I want to see my students strengthen
their relationship with Christ,” Craig explained. “Second, I want
to teach them critical thinking skills using the information that
we discuss in class. I want them to take it to the next level and
apply it to everyday situations. This involves everything from
mathematical facts to vocabulary words, but more importantly,
biblical truths.”
Celeste may have summed up the dream of many teachers
when she stated, “Hopefully, I am modeling Christ in my
methodology, in my enthusiasm for teaching, in my discipline,
and in my love for my students. I want them to see Christ in me
and desire to have Christ in them.”
For more information on Cedarville’s master of education program,
visit www.cedarville.edu/dept/graduate.

Pure Freedom
Dannah Barker Gresh ’89

Ever since she was a teenager,
Dannah Barker Gresh ’89
dreamed of being a writer. “I
never had any specific goals for
that dream,” she explained, “I just
loved to write. I thought it would
be amazing to write for a living.”
Just nine years after graduating
from Cedarville, that dream
became a reality as Dannah
became an author.
Dannah recalled, “In 1998 I felt
God calling me to write a book. It seemed a bit outrageous to be
honest. Deb Bush Haffey ’68, Cedarville professor and friend,
agreed to read my proposal and help refine it. Unknown to me,
she was friends with a man who was then vice president of
Moody Media, and she hand-delivered my proposal to him.
Twelve weeks later I had a contract from Moody!” Dannah now
has written four books; the latest is Secret Keeper Girl, which
offers moms eight great ideas for dates with their eight- to 12year-old daughters to discuss modesty, beauty, and purity.
After becoming a writer, Dannah became a speaker.
That, however, was never part of the childhood dream.
“I couldn’t have imagined being a speaker,” she said. “I was
socially clumsy and shy. Even when I became published and a
friend in the industry encouraged me to pursue speaking, I
laughed.” Dannah says God has removed the fear, and she now
enjoys speaking — though not as much as writing.
Dannah’s speaking endeavors actually began when she was
asked to lead a retreat on a subject very close to her heart —
purity. “In 1996, I did my first retreat for my church,” Dannah
explained. “With a handful of girls, my calling began. I started
sharing my testimony of sexual sin and God’s healing and
teaching about purity. In the following months and years I
would, by word-of-mouth requests, do several more local
events.”
From there her ministry evolved. Dannah and her husband,
Bob ’88, established Pure Freedom, an organization that
encourages men and women to practice sexual purity. Pure
Freedom also was not part of any earlier dreams. “I not only
didn’t dream this,” Dannah admitted, “I denied God access to
this dream He had for my life. But as my church prodded me to

conduct just one retreat for teen
girls on the subject of sexual
purity, I relinquished. During that
weekend I saw myself in the eyes
of the girls in attendance. How
hungry they were for someone
older and wiser to be real with
them.” Dannah realized there was
one door of her life that she had
kept closed to God’s calling. She
said, “It was the door to my
secrets — the door that hid the
sexual sin. Sadly, in keeping this door closed, I also missed God’s
healing and hid God’s forgiveness from others around me.”
In 2000, And the Bride Wore White was released. With that
began national retreat requests. “In 2001, Who Moved the
Goalpost by my husband, Bob Gresh, was released and we began
doing guy’s events, too,” Dannah noted. “We facilitate about
16 two-day retreats a year ranging from 200-1,000 high school
students.” Pure Freedom’s mission is to encourage and equip
men and women of all ages to live a life of purity, to heal from
moments of past impurity, and to enjoy the covenant rewards
of God.
Dannah says another Pure Freedom distinctive is that she
wants to teach teens how to live a life of purity and how to heal
if they’ve missed the mark — to move beyond the simplicity of
“just waiting” — which is hard to do in this day and age.
Dannah added, “It is our prayer that as I reveal how God’s truth
worked in my life, others will find God’s hope and healing.”
Dannah can’t imagine a better dream to be living. She shared,
“It’s so much easier to follow God’s dreams than our own. When
the Holy Spirit walks ahead of you, there are less obstacles to
overcome and more joy along the way!” Dannah says she dreams
of training up younger women to do what she’s doing. She
concluded, “I want to look to today’s college girls and young
married women and train them. I see myself fading away from
being the one to facilitate events and focusing on helping others
do that.”
For more information about Pure Freedom as well as Dannah’s
and Bob’s books, visit their Web site at www.purefreedom.org.
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Dreams for Durban
By Amy Wood ’02

Amy Wood ’02 shares how the Lord has led her to dream big
dreams for the people of South Africa.
God placed a dream within me at the age of 16 when I
dedicated my life to missions at one of my church’s annual
missions conferences. Dr. Wendell Kempton, then president
of the Association of Baptists for World Evangelism
(ABWE), spoke about reaching the lost. I was struck by his
passion and knew I wanted God to use me as a missionary
to spread the gospel to those who have never heard.

It is amazing how ready
these people are to accept
Christ — they just need to
hear!
My Cedarville University experience was a great influence
on my dream of becoming a missionary. What a joy to
receive a Christian education among some of the finest
professors! Rather than merely telling me what to think,
my social work professors, especially Cindy Sutter-Tkel,
challenged me to really think for myself. I also learned to
approach social work from a Christian worldview. George
Huff was a great spiritual mentor to me and had a
tremendous heart not only for us students, but also for the
people with whom we were working. He had a tremendous
impact on my life and gave us a hands-on education of
working with people. The daily chapel speakers were also a
highlight of my experience. I was especially affected by Jim
Cymbala, pastor of the Brooklyn Tabernacle, when he came
to speak at one of our annual missions conferences.
While at Cedarville, I also had the opportunity to travel
with a team of students and staff to a small village near
Pretoria, South Africa, where Evangelical Baptist Missions
has an AIDS orphanage. For one month in the summer of
2001, we cared for orphaned children while their full-time
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caretakers took a much-needed vacation. These children
had special physical needs because many of them had
contracted AIDS from their deceased parents. By the year
2010, there will be more than 2 million South African
children orphaned by AIDS with no place to go.
We also worked closely with Temba Baptist Church, the
only church in the area. We led vacation Bible school for
children and teens. We saw God work in incredible ways as
many accepted Christ. The most devastating part of the
trip was learning about the effect AIDS was having.
We saw death taking its toll in the orphanage, as well as in
the small village of Temba, as church members gave
testimony of family members, young people, and parents
who had died of AIDS.
I took pictures at the local graveyard, which we visited on
two occasions. On each visit, we saw that dozens of new
graves had been dug. My heart became deeply burdened
for these lives cut so short by AIDS. Even more than that,
though, I was burdened by the need for Christ, the only
one who can heal hearts from sin. I used my last year at
Cedarville to pray about how I might play a part in
spreading the gospel to these people.
After graduating from Cedarville in 2002, ABWE
appointed me as a career missionary to Durban, South
Africa. In April 2003, I traveled to Durban to spend time
with the missionary team and the members of the various
church plants. They are a tremendous group of people.
The team has planted seven churches in Durban and the
surrounding areas, and their goal is to have a new church
built every year. I was excited to see how the Lord is
working to meet that goal!
The team has also started Baptist Bible College of Natal,
patterned after Baptist Bible College (BBC) in Clarks
Summit, Pennsylvania. Some professors from BBC have
joined the Durban team and are planting churches and
teaching at the college.
One of the highlights of my trip was visiting a church
plant among the Zulu people. There are more than 100,000
Zulu people in the area surrounding the church, and there
is no other evangelical witness. Three came to know Christ

in the second service alone.
It is amazing how ready these
people are to accept Christ —
they just need to hear!
The team I will be joining in
Durban is a team of ABWE
missionary church planters and
South African pastors who are
working hard to develop
churches. My role on the team
will have several facets. First, I
will be helping to develop
hospice care programs so that
we may reach those at the end
of their lives with the gospel. In
December 2003, I will attend a
hospice care training program
in Grand Rapids, Michigan.
The skills I learn will allow me
to be able to teach and
implement the program in
South Africa.
Secondly, the government just passed a law about religion
in schools, opening wide the door for us to go in, teach
abstinence, and openly share the gospel. I will be starting
that as soon as I arrive in Durban. Ultimately, we will be
developing an HIV/AIDS ministry to be implemented into
the church plants. These programs will be culturally
relevant to each church.

Currently, I am wrapping up
a busy schedule of fall
meetings. I am learning the
Zulu language, as well as
visiting churches to raise
prayer and financial support.
My financial support level is
currently at 65 percent. I am
praying for God to provide the
next 35 percent so I can reach
my goal of leaving for Durban
in May 2004. I look forward to
these ministries, which will
also be shared by Casey
Platt ’00, a Cedarville friend
and recent appointee to the
Durban team. It is so exciting
to see how the Lord has
already worked and how
He has allowed me the
opportunity for a great
education and opportunities
greater then I could ever have dreamed! I continue to
dream big for the work in South Africa because all things
are possible with God!
Amy may be contacted at amyb.wood@verizon.net or call
(607) 748-4605

My heart became deeply burdened for these lives cut so
short by AIDS. Even more than that, though, I was
burdened by the need for Christ, the only one who can
heal hearts from sin.
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Alumnotes
50s
Maureen Zielinski Stirsman ’58 has published a
new book titled Maryann. She resides in Buford, Georgia.

60s
Marvin Royse ’62 has been appointed a member of
the Commission for Independent Education by Florida
Governor Jeb Bush. This commission oversees 800
private colleges, universities, and trade schools. Marvin is
the president of American Bible College in Pineland,
Florida.
Norm ’64 and Evelyn Thoms Nicklas ’64 were
pleased that there were 89 in attendance for their
largest-ever ABWE candidate class. They are especially
thankful for two Filipino couples who will soon be starting
churches in California.
Dan Park ’64 is happy to be involved with an Internet
radio station called Outbound Music. He introduces and
recaps songs as they are played in groups of three or
four. Outbound Music is a home for the music of
unsigned artists. The music is both Christian and familyoriented secular in terms of its focus. For more
information, visit www.outboundmusic.com.
Don Entner ’65 is dean of continuing education at the
American Missionary Fellowship (AMF) in Villanova,
Pennsylvania. He oversees the coursework that all 300
missionaries with AMF are required to take each year.
He also coordinates the use of the video-based Lay
Leadership Training courses that missionaries use in
training their volunteer workers.
Gary Holtz ’67 and his wife, Betty, seek to make new
contacts this year on the campuses of Wright State
University and Sinclair Community College in Ohio. They
are also challenging the churches that make up their
area liaison committee to assume more of the
stewardship for this local ministry. They have been
encouraged by willing hands that fill in during their
absences.
Mark ’67 and Beth Zeigler Trimble ’67 are seeking
clear definition of their ministry. They must reduce the
level of their involvement and transfer their
responsibilities to Brazilian leadership. Pray that the
Brazilians would be eager to step up to the challenge.
Dan ’68 and Nancy Norton Brower ’69 appreciate
the thoughts and prayers for their family in the
homegoing of their daughter, Jennifer.
Joe ’68 and Sharon Tallman Hollaway ’68 have
been encouraged by the responses of some members of
their teen group in Ireland. It has been uplifting to see
some of the teens finally understand spiritual truths,
want others to know these truths, and want others to see
the difference Jesus can make in their lives.
John Rueck ’68 and his wife, Faye, share that the
many Five-Day Clubs in Hungary this summer were well
attended and the children were responsive, despite the
extreme temperatures. They were also very thankful for
the many volunteers who decided to teach so that clubs
could meet.

70s
Edie Sartor ’70 and her husband, Tom, were overjoyed
this past summer when two brand-new ministries were

30 Winter 2003

launched and two others had fresh starts in Bangladesh.
It was a fulfillment of a dream for one of their friends
when a school for children from a slum area was started.
In the fall, Tom taught seven students, the largest class
yet, at Chittagong Trade School. There is currently a
waiting list for the class that begins in January 2004.
Sue Farley ’71 arrived back in Hong Kong this past
fall to serve with Association of Baptists for World
Evangelism (ABWE). Her new temporary office in the
back of the library has proven to be a comfortable place
for kids to stop by for college advice. Sue also wants to
be a good spiritual resource for them.
Barb Cooper Klumpp ’74 and her husband, Phil, and
their daughter, Katie, were excited to be in the
Philippines this past summer. They taught courses at
Doane Seminary, instructed discipleship classes at Doane
Baptist Church, and spoke to many other Filipinos. Katie
had many wonderful opportunities to minister and really
enjoyed visiting two orphanages.
Phil McDonald ’74 and his wife, Rebecca, and family
are in Michigan enjoying a year of furlough from central
Asia. They are grateful for how the Lord has worked
through their business platform.
Howie Wolff ’74 serves as the dean of academics at
Greater Grace Bible College in Tacoma, Washington.
He also teaches each quarter. He and the other staff pray
that God will cause their school to grow.
Evandro Batista ’77 and his wife, Elina, rejoice in the
Lord for several new friends in Christ. These new
believers are an encouragement to the Batistas and to
fellow believers in the churches in Portugal.
Sally Pickard Fogle ’77 and her husband, Larry,
serve with Bibles International in Michigan. They are
excited that two new Bibles should be published in time
for a winter dedication and release. Several men are
working hard on this project.
John Mohler ’79 was presented with an award for
outstanding service in the area of religious music in
September 2003. The award was given by the National
Religious Music Alliance, which selects 10 people each
year for the award. John has been at Patterson Park
Church in Beavercreek, Ohio for 20 years, and many
music groups have been established during this time.

80s
John Balaicuis ’82 is a second-year resident in the
department of psychiatry at Albert Einstein Medical
Center (AEMC). In June 2003, John completed his
transitional year internship in general medicine at York
Hospital in York, Pennsylvania. His wife, Anne, is the
coordinator of graduate education for the department of
obstetrics and gynecology at AEMC.
Mike Smart ’82 was named the Associated Press State
of Ohio Coach of the Year (basketball) last season at
Springfield Shawnee High School. He and his wife, Elaine
(Riggs) ’82, are pleased that their daughter, Brittany,
is a freshman at Cedarville University on a basketball
scholarship. In high school, Brittany held the Ohio high
school girls’ record for points scored per game at 31.4
and was named First Team All-State.
Gary Brewer ’84 and his wife, Kathy, attended the
Ranglong New Testament dedication in northeast India in
February 2003. They felt the excitement as people were
able to hold in their hands for the first time a copy of the
Ranglong New Testament. Gary traveled to India in
October 2003 to meet with printers concerning the
printing of the Paite Bible.

Sharon Pinkerton ’84 is the assistant administrator of
the office of aviation policy, planning, and environment
for the Department of Transportation’s Federal Aviation
Administration. She leads the agency’s strategic policy
and planning efforts and coordinates the agency’s
reauthorization before Congress.
Randy Cook ’85 is a chemistry/physics teacher at
Tri County High School in Howard City, Michigan. He has
authored a text on water quality testing that is being
used in the Watershed Monitoring of Lakes and Streams
School Project, of which he is the project director. This is a
collaborative project between local schools and the Lake
Associations of Michigan Lake and Stream Association.
Paul ’89 and
Andrea Berry
Czerniak ’90
announce the birth
of Jacob Paul.
He was born
September 18,
2002 and was
welcomed home
by his sister, Ryan (3). In June 2003 the family moved to
Brownsburg, Indiana. Paul is the sales director with
GuideOne Insurance at the Indianapolis regional office.
David Doud ’89 is serving with the U.S. Army in
Kosovo as a task force surgeon. He plans to return home
to Gettysburg, Pennsylvania and his wife, Carolyn
(Doherty) ’94, in February 2004.

90s
Daniel ’90 and
Kathy Sloan
Watkins ’92
announce the
birth of Andrew
Steven on
March 11, 2003.
After Daniel
graduated from
Dallas Theological Seminary in 2001, the family moved
to Rossville, Indiana, where Daniel is now a pastor, and
Kathy is a stay-at-home mom.
Carrie Quinn
Sandlin ’91 and
her husband, Perry,
announce the birth
of Laura Grace on
April 19, 2002.
She joins her
brothers, Michael
(6) and Jacob (4),
at their new home
in Burke, Virginia.
Perry works for the
Office of Naval Intelligence, and Carrie enjoys being at
home with the children.
Todd ’92 and Marlo
Fuller Roberts ’92
announce the birth of Jordan
Gabrielle on April 19, 2003.
Jordan joins her sister,
Madison (4), at home in
Springfield, Ohio.
Marlo enjoys staying at
home with the girls, and

Following God’s Direction
Debbie Polsdorfer Koenig ’91 recently shared
her story of how God has been at work in her life
through music, drama, and public speaking.
As a former piano major, music has always been an
important part of my life, but I never imagined all that
God would do with it!
In 1998, our family moved from Dayton, Ohio to
Dallas, Texas. During our four-year stay in Texas, God
opened doors for me. I became very interested in
drama, and through the encouragement of a few key
people, I began writing monologues and performing
them for church services and other events. I also
composed my first piece of vocal music while in Texas.
Within several years, I felt God calling me into some
sort of public speaking ministry. Not wanting to give up
my “first love” of music, I knew that I would somehow
combine music, speaking, and drama into one ministry.
I wasn’t sure how this was going to happen, but I felt
sure of God’s calling and decided to leave it in His hands
to open the doors of opportunity.
The next big step came when I attended a biblical
storytelling conference in Atlanta. After listening to
others tell Bible stories for three days, I knew that was
what I wanted to do — I would become a “Dramatic
Biblical Storyteller!”
Now my ministry combines my songwriting, piano,
singing, drama, and speaking. I take a story from the
Bible and re-tell it in a dramatic fashion using simple
props. I integrate music with the story through the use
of piano or singing. Interestingly, God always gives me a
song to complement the theme I have chosen.
My family moved to Kalamazoo, Michigan in the
spring of 2002, and I have enjoyed several opportunities
to minister to others since then, including speaking at a
women’s retreat in Dallas. Praise God for the way He is
able to do exceedingly great things in the lives of His
children!
Todd works in category marketing management at
Speedway SuperAmerica LLC.
Chad ’93 and Kristi Walker Coe ’95 announce the
birth of Ellyn Marie. Ellyn was born March 3, 2003 and
was welcomed home by her siblings, Caleb (6),
Gabriel (4), and Maggie (2), in Michigan.
Jim ’93 and Julie Keller McCallister ’94 announce
the birth of Noah Keller. He was born January 15, 2002
and joins his brother, Hayden (4), at home in
Brownsburg, Indiana.
Ryan ’93 and
Nicole Hernandez
Smith ’96
announce the birth
of Breanna Caitlyn
Nicole on April 10,
2003. Ryan is an
engineer at Morris
Associates and
received his bachelor of science in electrical engineering
in December 2003. Nicole recently resigned from her
teaching position of six years at Tabernacle Christian
Academy to stay home with Breanna. She received her
master of science in education degree with a
concentration in elementary reading in December 2003.
The Smiths reside in Poughkeepsie, New York.

Ken Vanderwest ’93
and his wife, Rhonda,
announce the birth of
Robyn Lin on February 3,
2003. Her brother, Nathan,
awaited her arrival in Kent
City, Michigan. Ken is an
associate pastor at Kent City
Baptist Church, and Rhonda
teaches part-time for Kent
City Community Schools.
Paul ’94 and Amy Zehr
McIntosh ’93 announce
the birth of Andrew
Joseph. He was born
July 14, 2002 and joins his
brother, Austin (3), at
home in Fort Wayne,
Indiana. Paul is a junior
high and high school
history teacher at
Blackhawk Christian
School, and Amy enjoys
staying home with the boys.
Tammy Bailey Dunham ’95 is a clinical nurse with
the 407th expeditionary medical support squadron in
Iraq. Her unit is responsible for the medical care of
26,000 joint service troops and coalition allies within
Iraq.
Brian ’95 and Kimberly Gurry Fourman ’96
announce the birth of Matthew Byron on December 27,
2002. Brian is a Christian school principal, and Kim stays
at home with Matt and his sister, Kelly (2). They reside in
Fayetteville, Georgia.
Scott ’95 and Christine Fischbacher Hayden ’93
announce the birth of Alizabeth Signe. She was born
August 29, 2003 and was welcomed home by her sister,
Krista (2), in Thailand.
Brian Nelson ’95 and his wife, Tracie, announce the
birth of Broderick Keith on September 28, 2002.
Big sister Brandy welcomed Broderick home. The family
resides in Holland, Michigan, where Brian works as a
morning show host and music director for JQ 99 FM. The
family worships at Gateway Church in Grand Haven,
Michigan.
Dan Pugsley ’95 and his
wife, Emily, announce the
birth of Olivia Rayne on
January 24, 2003. They
reside in Pickerington,
Ohio, where Dan is a sales
consultant for Novartis
Pharmaceuticals.
Kristine Illjes Reid ’95
and her husband, Andrew,
announce the birth of
Kathryn Marie on November 5, 2002. Kristine enjoys
staying at home with Kathryn.
Joel Wallis ’95
and his wife,
Aimee, announce
the birth of Ethan
Alan on
December 19,
2002. Joel is a
mechanical
engineer in
Springfield, Ohio, and the family resides in Cedarville.

Chris ’96 and Shannon
Pope Anderson ’96
announce the birth of
Rachel Lauren. She was
born September 22, 2002
and joins her sister,
Taylor (3), at home in
Maineville, Ohio. Chris is
the sales and marketing
manager at Buckhead
Homes, and Shannon
enjoys staying at home
with the girls.
Phil ’96 and Tara
Wagenaar
Geelhood ’95 announce
the birth of Sofia Rose on
January 9, 2003 at Fort
Belvoir in Virginia. Phil was
selected as a 2003 USAF
Olmsted Scholar.
The Olmsted Foundation
works with the Department
of Defense and sends the
scholars and their families
through language training. Phil and Tara completed a
year of Ukrainian training in Washington, D.C. and will
now live in Ukraine for two years. While there, Phil will
work towards a master’s degree in a non-technical field.
Upon their return to the States, Phil will resume his
position as a C-130 aircraft commander.
Hannah Haffey Marsdale ’96
works for Burns & Levinson LLP as
an associate in the business litigation
group. She and her husband,
Marc ’95, reside in Boston,
Massachusetts.
Julie Martindale Neils ’96
and her husband, Brian,
announce the birth of Olivia
Helen on June 23, 2003.
They reside in Colorado
Springs, Colorado.
Brenda Mattke
Rabideau ’96 and her
husband, Dan, announce the
birth of Rebekah Jean on
January 8, 2003. Zachary (4) and Hannah (3) awaited
her arrival. Brenda stays at home with the children, and
Dan is an electrician in Hubertus, Wisconsin.
Cynthia Quint Thompson ’96
and her husband, Chad, announce
the birth of Brock Dalton on May
8, 2003. Cynthia is a CPA in Maine.
Charstie Davids
Thorson ’96
and her husband,
Rick, announce
the birth of Elise RaeAnn on March 18,
2003. Charstie enjoys staying at home
with Elise and works as a freelance
proofreader. The family resides in Des Moines, Iowa.
Doug ’97 and Heather Ganly Amundson ’98 are
ABWE appointees to Chile, where Doug will be the
business manager for ABWE.
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Scott ’97 and Joanna
Halsey Bradley ’97
announce the birth of
Hannah Kay on June 28,
2002. In August 2002,
Scott received his doctorate
in chemistry from Purdue
University. Scott is a postdoctoral research scientist
with Eli Lilly & Company in
Indianapolis, Indiana.
Joanna stays at home with Hannah in Pittsboro, Indiana.
Chris ’97 and Debbie
Copeland Campbell ’97
announce the birth of Kelly
Anne on November 19, 2002.
Chris is a seventh grade math
teacher at East Clinton Middle
School, and Debbie is a stayat-home mom in
Cedarville, Ohio.
Brett ’97 and Kim
Kleiman Shilton ’01
announce the birth of Liam
Daniel on January 6, 2003.
He was born two months
early, and they are grateful
to God for allowing Liam to
have no problems or
difficulties, except for being
small. Brett is a full-time
student at Northwest Baptist
Seminary and works part-time as an associate and youth
pastor. Kim works part-time in the progressive care unit
at St. Joseph Medical Center. The Shiltons reside in
Tacoma, Washington.
Amy Thayer ’97 and
Nathan Haeck were married
May 17, 2003 in Linesville,
Pennsylvania. Amy graduated
from the University of
Pittsburgh School of Dental
Medicine in 2001 and is in
private practice in West
Bloomfield, Michigan. Nathan
is finishing his degree in
marketing education at
Eastern Michigan University. The couple resides in
Canton, Michigan.
Clayton ’98 and Amy Spurling
Allen ’98 announce the birth of
Grace Elizabeth on March 14, 2003.
They reside in Greenville, South
Carolina.
Joshua
Ausfahl ’98
and his wife,
Heidi, announce the birth of Josiah
Devon on June 29, 2003. They
reside in Tacoma, Washington,
where they are in the final stages
of raising their support as
missionaries. They hope to reach the field of Durban,
South Africa in early 2004.
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Ryan ’98 and Ellen Burkhard
Burkhard ’97 announce the birth
of Samuel Ryan. He was born
August 17, 2003 and joins his sister,
Anna, at home in Cincinnati, Ohio.

James Dewald ’98
and his wife, Sarah,
announce the birth of
Sierra Nicole on July 12,
2003. The Dewalds
reside in Vermilion, Ohio.
Sally Ward
Foglesong ’98 and her
husband, Jonathan,
announce the birth of
Jonathan Graham on
March 19, 2003. Sally now
stays at home with Graham
after teaching second
grade at a private school in
LaPorte, Indiana for five
years. Jonathan works for
Harvest Homes, a Christian
residential contractor based in Valparaiso, Indiana.
Zach Ruffin ’98 and
Mindy Robinson ’00
were married February 16,
2002 at South County
Bible Church in St. Louis,
Missouri. After enjoying a
honeymoon to Palm
Springs and San Diego,
California, they have made
their home in Denver,
Colorado.
Matt ’98 and Jamie
Cartwright
Thompson ’99 announce
the birth of Ellie Renee on
November 14, 2002.
After teaching high school
biology for three years,
Jamie now works part-time
with Matt. They own and
operate a trucking and
excavating business.
Both Matt and Jamie enjoy
working with their youth group at Heather Hills in
Indianapolis, Indiana.
Bryan ’99 and Aimee
Stout Bell ’98 announce
the birth of Katharyn
Jocele on March 26, 2003.
The Bells lives in Dallas,
Texas, where Bryan is
completing his degree at
Dallas Theological
Seminary. After three years
of teaching students with
behavior and emotional
disabilities, Aimee now stays at home with Katie.

Jason ’99 and Charity
Rizer Grahame ’98
announce the birth of
Brianna Nicole on April 21,
2003. In May 2003, Jason
received his master of
physician assistant degree
from Eastern Virginia
Medical School. The
Grahames reside in
Chesapeake, Virginia,
where Jason works for a
local orthopedic practice, and Charity is excited to finally
be a stay-at-home mom.
Jeff ’99 and Kristie Miller Valdes ’99 announce the
birth of Isabella Victoria on March 5, 2003. Jeff and
Kristie were married June 16, 2001 in San Antonio,
Texas. Jeff is a pilot for the Navy, while Kristie stays at
home with Bella. The family resides in San Diego,
California.

2000s
Arik ’00 and
Krista Keesling
Akerberg ’96
announce the birth
of Andrew Richard
Lee on March 17,
2003. He was
welcomed home by
his siblings,
Arik (7), Aryn (4), and Allyson (2), at home in Milton,
New Hampshire. Arik is an engineer, and Krista enjoys
staying at home and home-schooling the children.
Sarah Schlicher ’00 and
Samuel Hershberger were
married June 14, 2003 in
Dalton, Ohio. Sarah is a
reading specialist at
Mt. Hope Elementary and is
the head softball coach at
Hiland High School. Sam is
a veal farmer. The couple
currently resides in Orrville,
Ohio.
Sharon Smith
Webber ’00 and her
husband, Michael, announce
the birth of Olivia Grace on
July 18, 2003. They reside
in Huntsville, Alabama,
where Michael works for
Stewart Tile Company.
Sharon taught fifth grade
for two years and now stays
at home with Olivia.
Abbey Beck ’01 and
Mark Lanting were married
at Lorimer Baptist Church in
Dolton, Illinois on July 26,
2002. Abbey and Mark
recently started teaching at
Faith Academy in the
Philippines. Abbey is a
special education teacher,

Hello From Iraq

1st Lieutenant Micah Hutchins ’01 e-mailed the
alumni office recently to let them know how he is doing.
Micah, who has been in Iraq since April 19, 2003, says
“things are OK,” but rough at times. “The weather is a
lot better now than it was during the summer,” he
revealed. “After dealing with 150 degree heat, I would
love to see some snow!”
Micah also reported that he married Sarah Headings
on June 15, 2002. The couple’s first child, Abria Lisette,
was born on May 14, 2003. Micah has not yet seen
Abria. “So,” Micah explained, “I am very anxious to get
back in one piece.”
Micah says he will be in Iraq for at least a few more
months. In the meantime, he would love to hear from
friends back home. Micah’s e-mail address is
micah.hutchins@us.army.mil.
and Mark teaches
high school
English. They were
part of a group of
alumni who
participated in a
pre-field
orientation for
teachers going to
International Christian Schools in July 2003. Also pictured
are Nathan ’02 and Jill Piney Eikhoff ’02, Jessi
von der Mehden ’03, and Beth Weakley ’02.
Timothy Cline ’02 and Noelle Climie were married
August 23, 2003 at Hillside Chapel in Beavercreek, Ohio.
They enjoyed a honeymoon in Maui City and have made
their home in Beavercreek.
Rachel Frey ’02 and
Ryan Harshbarger were
married June 28, 2003 at
Mehoopany Baptist Church
in Mehoopany,
Pennsylvania. After a
honeymoon in Maui, the
couple returned to their
home in Moscow,
Pennsylvania.
Kevin Hamilton ’02 was
deployed to Iraq in September 2003. He is the battalion
safety officer with the 1-5 field artillery of the first
infantry division. During his this one-year deployment,
his wife, Kristen (Konzelman) ’02, will stay in Kansas
to work on her master’s program.

Erin Smith ’02 and
Joseph Wilson were
married June 21, 2003 in
Johnstown, Ohio. They
enjoyed a honeymoon in
St. Louis. The couple lives
in Columbus, Ohio, where
Erin works full-time in
customer service at
Sportmart and also works
part-time as a board
operator for a
Clearchannel radio station. Joseph is a manager for
Nordstrom.
James Stitzel ’02
and Elizabeth
Schumacher ’03 were
married May 24, 2003 at
Grace Baptist Church in
Cedarville, Ohio. They now
reside in Indianapolis,
Indiana. Jim is working on
his master of social
psychology degree at
Ball State University, where
he is a graduate assistant
in the office of academic assessment and institutional
research. Elizabeth is a carriage driver in downtown Indy
and is looking for a job in the field of multimedia or
broadcasting.
Katrina Shank ’03 is currently a nanny in Switzerland.

In Memory Of
Orena Marshall Haynes ’41 went home to be with
the Lord on September 14, 2003 in Pataskala, Ohio.
She taught home economics and was a state specialist in
textile and clothing until her retirement in 1977.
We extend our deepest sympathy to her family.
Alfred Fehlmann ’46 went home to be with the Lord
on September 7, 2003 in Reston, Virginia. He had served
in the U.S. Army during World War II, and in 1984 he
retired from his position as a professor at the University
of Dayton. We offer our condolences to his family and
friends.
Clyde Baumgardner ’52 went home to be with the
Lord on September 3, 2003 in Dayton, Ohio. We extend
our deepest sympathy to his family.
Buster McPheeters ’66 went home to be with the
Lord on July 1, 2003. He was a retired teacher from the
Clark-Shawnee school district of Clark County (Ohio) and
had received his master of education degree from Wright
State University. We extend our deepest sympathy to his
wife, Nancy, at this time of loss.
Marienne Vail McCausland ’80 went home to be
with the Lord on September 10, 2003 at the age of 45.
We offer our condolences to her family. She was a
communications manager for Savage Arms, a
manufacturer of muzzleloaders and classic firearms.
Marienne won several championships as a sharpshooter
of muzzleloaders, rifles, and pistols.

DidYou
You Know?
Did
Know?
Dr. Bill Brown, president of Cedarville University,
offered the opening prayer for the Ohio Senate on
October 14, 2003.

DidYou
You ALSO
ALSO Know?
Did
Know?
The Cedarville University Department of Business Administration has
named its first-ever executive-in-residence. Gary Habegger, former
vice president for human resources and administration for the
Goodrich Corporation, will visit campus five to six times a year for
activities which could include teaching, conducting seminars,
presenting an open forum to the University, and meeting with alumni.

DidYou
You Know?
Did
Know?
Dr. Ron Walker, professor of management science, has been named
chair of the department of business administration. Ron had been
serving as acting chair since the unexpected homegoing of Chair
Marinus Hazen in January 2003.
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Career Link: For Students Who Dream of the Outside World
With worries over the economy and the rising competition in the job
market, Cedarville University students are constantly pressured with the
thought of “What will I do after the ’Ville? Do I pursue a career, do I go on
to graduate studies, and how do I get my foot in the door?” Our goal in
the career services office is to assist students in not only determining what
job they will have, but also what life ministry God has designed for them.
One of the key ways we help students see these opportunities is by
holding Career Link Days. In 2003-2004, we will host nine different
Career Link events, covering all the various majors on campus. In recent
years, 280 to 320 companies and graduate schools have visited us, and
close to a third of our students benefited from these visits. The greatest
connection for our students is when they are able to meet and chat with
alumni who are now working in major firms and companies around the
United States.
These students do dream big. They want to work around the nation and
around the world in every capacity imaginable. Think of the impact they
will have on our world as they join you in a variety of workplaces!
If you and your company would like to be a part of our
Career Link Days, please contact the career services office at
1-888-562-4811 or career@cedarville.edu. Also, check out the
Career Link events site at www.cedarville.edu/dept/cpp .

Career Link Days in 2003-2004
October 16, 2003

Engineering, Science, and Math

October 28, 2003

Business, Communications, Language Arts,
Music and Fine Arts

November 6, 2003

Graduate Theological Education

November 7, 2003

Psychology and Social Work

January 22, 2004

Social Sciences

February 5, 2004

Camp Recruitment

February 15-16, 2004 Christian School Recruitment Conference
March 25, 2004

Health Care

April 1, 2004

Public School Recruitment

In Giving, You Receive
It’s a concept most of us have heard since childhood
— it is in the act of giving that we ultimately receive
more than we can imagine. And while this is an
undeniable truth, the Charitable Gift Annuity (CGA)
adds a tangible exclamation mark to this reality!
The tangible nature is due to some very real
benefits that are written into our tax code … benefits
designed to encourage philanthropy and reward those
who take it seriously. Through the CGA, it is possible
for you to make a gift to Cedarville University,
increase your current income, and actually reduce
taxes today and in the future.
The Charitable Gift Annuity is a legal contract that,
based on your decision to transfer a specific asset to
Cedarville, guarantees to pay you an attractive annual
income. Annuity rates are based on your age, with
annuity payments as high as 11.3% for more senior
persons. So, if you fund a CGA with appreciated stock
that currently produces, say 3%, you’ll enjoy a nice
increase in income!
For details on how the CGA can work for you, call or
write the office of gift planning. All communication is
confidential.

Office of Gift Planning
1-800-766-1115
www.cedarville.edu/dept/plg

Cedarville
University
presents ...
Who: Junior high
students

What: Overnight event

featuring spiritual
challenge and exciting
activities.
When: February 2728, 2004
More Info: Call
1-877-CEDARVILLE (2332784) or visit
www.cedarville.edu/cedarmania.

Who: Open to

pastors, church
leaders, and
members of the
church family
What: Conference features life-changing messages,
music and fellowship. Featured guests include Alistair
Begg, Henry Blackaby, Larnelle Harris and more.
When: March 4-5, 2004
More Info: Call 1-877-CEDARVILLE (233-2784)
or visit www.cedarville.edu/pastorssummit.

Underwater
Expedition:
Finding Friends in
Fishy Waters
Who: 3rd-6th grade students
What: All day event featuring skits, videos and

activity stations; seminars for leaders also available.
When: April 3, 2004 and September 19, 2004
More Info: Call 1-877-CEDARVILLE (233-2784)
or visit www.cedarville.edu/juniorjam.

All alumni who bring students to events will receive a
FREE long-sleeved T-shirt!
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You're Invited
to

Alumni Winter Weekend
January 16-17, 2004
Visit www.cedarville.edu/alumni for event details
and registration or call 1-800-837-2566.

